A member of Balule Nature Reserve

Parsons Nature Reserve Newsletter — January 2025 Edition
Dear valued members

As we step into a new year, we are reminded of the immense privilege we share in being part of this
extraordinary reserve. While cities around the world become increasingly crowded and chaotic, we
are privileged to be surrounded by the serene embrace of vast, open spaces—ancient river systems
winding through the land, majestic bushveld trees standing tall, and the raw, untamed beauty of the
wild. Here, the earth speaks in whispers, and every moment in nature feels like a timeless gift. Here,
the rhythm of nature sets the pace—where the distant roar of a lion replaces the noise of traffic, and
the fresh bushveld air fills our lungs with a sense of freedom and belonging.

Parsons is more than just a nature reserve; it is a sanctuary, a place where wildlife thrives and where
each of us plays a role in protecting this delicate and awe-inspiring ecosystem. From the mighty
elephants shaping the landscape to the tiniest insects enriching the soil, every creature has its
purpose, reminding us of the intricate balance of nature.

This past month, we have been gifted with some good soaking rains, bringing an explosion of life
across the reserve. The once-parched earth is now a vibrant tapestry of lush greenery, the rivers and
wallows are replenished, and the air hums with renewed energy. Frogs call from water sources,
insects dance in the golden light, and the young take their first wobbly steps into this rich paradise. It
is a time of abundance and renewal, a powerful reminder of nature’s resilience and the ever-turning
cycle of life.

As custodians of this remarkable place, we are honoured to witness its wonders daily. Let us embrace
2025 with renewed passion for conservation, a deep appreciation for the wilderness around us, and a
commitment to safeguarding this piece of paradise for generations to come.

Here’s to another year of unforgettable moments in the bush!
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Latest sightings

v~ Wildlife & Nature Sightings — January Update

January has blessed us with extraordinary sightings, from powerful predators to celestial wonders.
Here’s a look at the month’s most captivating moments in Parsons Nature Reserve:

The Prince of Predators — Leopard (Panthera pardus)

The elusive leopard known as “Question Mark” graced us with a stunning sighting. Stealthy and
powerful, leopards are the ultimate solitary hunters. Did you know? They have the widest range of all
big cats, adapting to diverse environments from deserts to dense forests.

Bagworm — Psychidae (Family)

A tiny but fascinating architect, this bagworm was seen carrying its carefully constructed home.
Interesting fact: Bagworms create their protective casing from silk and surrounding materials, making
each one unique to its environment.

The Powerful King — Lion (Panthera leo)

The dominant male of the Orion Pride made his presence known with his deep, reverberating roars.
Fun fact: A lion’s roar can be heard up to 6 km away, serving as both a territorial warning and a call to
his pride.

Alien-Looking Bark Katydid (Cymatomera denticollis)
This bizarre-looking insect was spotted blending perfectly into the bark of a tree. Katydids are masters
of camouflage, with some species even mimicking moss or lichen to avoid predators!

Hippos Grazing — (Hippopotamus amphibius)
A group of hippos was seen feasting on the lush riverbanks of the mighty Olifants River. Despite their
bulky appearance, hippos are surprisingly agile and can run up to 40 km/h on land!

Rock Monitor Lizard (Varanus albigularis)
This ancient-looking reptile reminds us of nature’s prehistoric past. Did you know? Rock monitors use
their long, forked tongues to detect scents in the air, much like snakes do.
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Giraffe — (Giraffa camelopardalis)

Towering over the bushveld, these gentle giants browsed on fresh green leaves. Fun fact: Giraffes
only need about 30 minutes to two hours of sleep per day, often napping in short bursts while
standing!

Slithery & Fast — Western Bellied Sand Snake (Psammophis subtaeniatus)
This non-venomous but lightning-fast snake was spotted darting through the bush. These agile
hunters rely on speed and sharp eyesight to catch lizards and small rodents.

The Impressive Garden Orb-Spider (Araneidae family)
These master web-builders construct intricate, circular webs to trap unsuspecting prey. Did you
know? Some species rebuild their web every night, recycling silk by eating the old one!

® powerful Electric Storms
Thunder and lightning storms lit up the sky in dramatic displays of nature’s raw power. Lightning
strikes not only recharge the atmosphere but also help fix nitrogen in the soil, enriching plant growth.

A Female Leopard Strutting Her Stuff — (Panthera pardus)
A confident female leopard was seen patrolling her territory. Female leopards are highly independent,
expertly balancing hunting, marking, and raising cubs.

& Mushrooms
The rains have triggered the emergence of fungi, including mushrooms sprouting from elephant dung.
Fungi play a crucial role in breaking down organic matter, enriching the soil for new plant growth.

3 Glowing Sunsets
The evening skies have been ablaze with breathtaking sunsets, painting the bushveld in shades of
gold, crimson, and violet—a daily reminder of nature’s artistry.

Young Male Lion Crossing the Olifants — (Panthera leo)
A young male from the River Pride made a daring swim across the fast-moving Olifants River into
Olifants West, demonstrating the courage and resilience of a lion on his journey to independence.

f3 Celestial Wonders in the Night Sky
Comet C/2024 G3 ATLAS — Hailed as one of the most breathtaking comets in recent years, this
celestial visitor has graced our skies, offering a rare and spectacular sight.

Planetary Alignment — A stunning alignment of six planets has unfolded above us, with Mercury
soon to join, creating a cosmic spectacle unlike any seen in years.

Until next time, keep your eyes on the wild!

S.3




A member of Balule Nature Reserve

"The Legend of the Olifants River: Mystical Guardians of Balule".

The Olifants River, winding through Balule Game Reserve, has long been a lifeline for the region’s
incredible wildlife. But according to local folklore, the river is also home to powerful ancestral spirits
and mythical creatures that watch over the land.

The Legend of the River Guardians

Local Shangaan folklore tells of "Madiba ya Manzi"—the Water Spirits—who are believed to take the
form of giant crocodiles or serpentine creatures, only revealing themselves to those who respect
nature. Some say that those who harm the river or its creatures may be lured into the depths, never to
return.

Another legend speaks of the "White Elephant of the Olifants", a ghostly elephant bull that appears
under the full moon, silently walking the riverbanks. It is said that those who see it are either blessed
with great fortune or warned of an impending disaster.

Mystical Connections to Wildlife

Beyond the river, the Balule region is steeped in spiritual connections with its animals. Old tales tell of
lions that vanish into the night, thought to be shapeshifters protecting their ancestral lands. Others
believe that owls, often associated with wisdom, serve as messengers between the living and the
spirits of the land.
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Looking Ahead

In 2025, Parsons Nature Reserve remains committed to conservation, community, and sustainability.
We will continue protecting our pristine wilderness, fostering local partnerships, and promoting
responsible, low-impact tourism. Our focus is on preserving the land’s natural and cultural heritage
while reducing our ecological footprint. Through education, collaboration, and a deep respect for
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nature, we aim to inspire meaningful connections with the wild, ensuring that Parsons thrives for
generations to come.

Proverb: "If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together."

Meaning: This African proverb speaks to the power of unity and collaboration. In the bushveld,
survival depends on working together—whether it's a pride of lions hunting, elephants protecting their
young, or communities conserving their land. It reminds us that while individual effort can bring quick
results, true and lasting success comes from shared vision, teamwork, and resilience.

With heartfelt thanks and warmest wishes,

Parsons Nature Reserve
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